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Jesus who lived on the edge
 
A Christmas message from Bishop Michael Malone
 
As I prepare, in these Advent days,  to celebrate Christmas with diocesan communities, family and friends, I find myself returning to the November images of the release of Burma’s hero of democracy Aung San Suu Kyi.  There would be no one among us who was not relieved to see her release last month, although commentators were quick to remind us that there are still thousands of political prisoners in Burma.
                                                                                     
During her fifteen years of house arrest for alleged violations of Burmese law, Aung San Suu Kyi became an international symbol of peaceful resistance in the face of oppression. She was awarded the Nobel Prize in 1991 “for her unflagging efforts and to show...support for the many people throughout the world who are striving to attain democracy, human rights and ethnic conciliation by peaceful means.”
When she was released, Aung San Suu Kyi did not unleash a torrent of words about the way she had been treated or the ideals she stood for, despite their high cost. Rather, she said simply, "There is a time to be quiet and a time to talk. People must work in unison. Only then can we achieve our goal." 
I have read that Aung San Suu Kyi rises early and spends hours in Buddhist meditation, before listening to the news on her shortwave radio. After a meeting with her last year, the British ambassador described Suu Kyi as 'composed, upright, crackling with energy'. 
In our world of convenience and consumerism, Aung San Suu Kyi is a sign of contradiction. Her early life was comfortable and privileged, yet she has not merely survived years of captivity, but seems to have flourished, at least in terms of her commitment to the Burmese people and to a democratic way of life. 
I can’t help but see an echo of Jesus in the Buddhist Aung San Suu Kyi. She continually risked her personal safety and freedom because she was committed to the ideal of safety and freedom for all. She is not someone who is known for saying a great deal, but rather for acting in accord with deeply held convictions. 
The Jesus of the gospels will be seen on Christmas cards, in nativity scenes and in children’s paintings as an innocent baby in a manger, and there is no doubt that this is an appealing image. But if we are to live the life the gospels call us to live, we need to be able to recognise Jesus more in an Aung San Suu Kyi, or a Mary MacKillop, than in a tiny baby. 
Many traditional images of the Madonna and Child depict a knowing Jesus, seemingly looking into a future that is less than inviting. While these images can be a little confronting, I feel that they are closer to the Jesus who lived on the edge, like Aung San Suu Kyi, rather than abandon the Kingdom he sought to bring about. 
I wish each of you a Christmas rich in peace, in hope and in joy – and a Christmas which leaves room for dreams not yet realized, and the Kingdom for which we long.
