PAGE  
2

CHRISTMAS 2011

MESSAGE OF HIS EXCELLENCY

BISHOP AD ABIKARAM

TO THE MARONITE EPARCHY OF AUSTRALIA.

“AT THE SERVICE OF THE GOSPEL: GRACE AND LIFE”
Beloved Brothers and Sisters of our Eparchy,

I greet you, with these words which our Eparchy has taken as its motto for the coming year and I invite you to ‘live’ the ‘Grace of God’ which is Jesus , who  “became flesh and dwelt among us” (John 1:14), as  a new theme and guide for our  spiritual journey.  
Seeing that this theme is in harmony and conformity with the call of the Universal Church to dedicate the year 2012 to the ‘Holy Bible,’ I draw your attention to the motto of our Eparchy: “At the service of the Gospel”, which I chose when I began  my mandate to be your Shepherd, ten years ago.  This motto has inspired me in my work with you in our parishes, institutions and families.

The “Year of the Bible” is for us a “Year of Grace.” It is a year of the ‘New Evangelization’ Jesus himself being the ‘Grace’ sent to us by our heavenly Father. In him God’s promise was fulfilled and the people’s expectations were met.
Having seen this ‘Grace’ with our own eyes and touched with our own hands” 
(1 John 1:1) we became confident of the immeasurable extent of God’s love; how he has poured out his grace upon us and spoke to us through his Son whom he sent for our salvation. Indeed his grace has been working in us every step of the way through the Holy Spirit, the Source of all joy, consolation and hope.

To live this ‘Grace’ is to live it to the full like Mary who was full of grace; as the saints, the righteous and the just experienced it and as our fathers and ancestors witnessed to it in their blessed land. 
We discover the depths of God’s love for humanity in the Incarnation of the Son and in the Mysteries of the Church we experience the continuity of this love. 
In both the “Year of Grace” and the “Year of the Bible,” we start afresh from Christ, we live in him and move towards him. 
Christ is the centre of our lives:
· In the Mass and in Prayer: in Eucharistic Adoration, and when meditating upon the mysteries.

· In the reading of the Word of God: through Homilies and Gospel nights.

· In the Liturgy: through living the Liturgical seasons of the year in its celebrations.
· In the Parish: through its pastoral life and in its structures and organisations.
· In all aspects of our lives: with its changes and activities; in our families and in the church; in our work place and wherever God has placed us as his apostles and witnesses.

· And finally, in contemplating the Face of Christ with Mary: praying the mysteries of the Rosary or reflecting on the lives of our Saints.
We hope that our work and our spiritual and pastoral activities will be anchored 

in our faith and love by the Year of the Bible and the Year of Grace. They will animate us to live our lives rooted in the principles of the Gospel and in accordance with the norms of the Church.

In wishing you and your families a blessed Christmas, I hope that you will make it a fruitful year in which you give the Gospel the rightful place it deserves in your lives. 

I pray that 2012 will be for you a year of growth in holiness and spiritual progress along the path that leads to the Kingdom of God.

                                                                                    + Bishop AD ABIKARAM

                                                                                 Maronite Bishop of Australia
Kindly Note: This Message is to be read at the evening Masses of 24th December and at all Masses on 25th December 2011.

