CHRISTMAS MESSAGE FROM ARCHBISHOP MARK COLERIDGE
Catholic Archbishop of Canberra and Goulburn

Christmas Down Under is very different from Christmas in places like Europe and the USA.  Our Christmas comes in the heat of summer, ushering in the long vacation, and it coincides with the end of the school year with all that that brings.  As a result, Christmas has a more hectic feel.  It can leave us worn out and in need of a break.  Christmas here has a less reflective feel than in the north, with the deeper resonances of the feast harder to sense.  It can feel superficial.  
Christmas Down Under calls for a discipline which allows us really to celebrate the feast, even though the seasonal rhythms are wrong.  In the midst of all that is hectic and enervating and superficial, it takes a kind of discipline to allow Christmas to be a time of peace, rest and engagement with what is deeper and more important in life.  This has implications for the way we spend money, the way we eat and drink, and even the way we drive on the road.  This kind of discipline allows Christmas to be a truly human celebration of the God who thought enough of human beings to become one of us.  My hope is that this Christmas will be for everyone a time of that good discipline – a time of peace, rest and the deeper things in life.  
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