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LAUNCH RELEASE
                                                                             

    For immediate release: February 22, 2012
PROJECT COMPASSION LAUNCH 2012 –

CHANGE LIVES, DELIVER HOPE, HELP END POVERTY
WHAT makes Project Compassion one of the most effective aid and development fundraisers in Australia?

It’s the tens of thousands of Australians – from the smallest country towns to the biggest cities - who come together to ensure the poorest of the poor are heard loud and clear across the country. This year Project Compassion carries a simple yet insightful message: “If you want peace, work for justice” - Pope Paul VI

Cardinal George Pell will officially launch the six-week Project Compassion Lenten campaign during Ash Wednesday Mass at St Mary’s Cathedral in Sydney at noon today.
This is just one of many national events which have launched Project Compassion 2012 across Australia.

From flipping pancakes for Shrove Tuesday in Bendigo and Townsville to giving up chocolate in Shepparton Victoria, Project Compassion is being launched across every Australian state.
Since 1965, Project Compassion has been the vital fundraiser for Caritas Australia, one of the largest international aid and development agencies in Australia, offering hope to the millions of communities who suffer from hunger, poverty, war and injustice every single day.

Experienced aid and development professionals working with Caritas will traverse the country telling their personal stories to schools and community groups and educating on issues like peace building, women’s rights, food security and refugees.
“Caritas Australia is about helping people help themselves. It is about delivering justice and peace by changing lives for the long haul,” Caritas Australia CEO, Jack de Groot, said.

“Project Compassion is the ultimate demonstration of this philosophy. Every year the Australian community humbles us with their capacity to ensure the poorest of the poor are delivered justice and peace, which ultimately leads to stability and security.

“Last year we saw Queensland and Victoria devastated by floods and the far north trampled by a cyclone. At the same time there was a string of major international emergencies. But Australians are resilient. With a record $9.7 million generated last year, we look forward to seeing how much we can raise in 2012.”

While many supporters just give generously, there are many who fundraise in creative ways. There are two key fundraisers that emphasise our commitment to solidarity:
Caritas Ks is a sponsored challenge event that sees individuals and community groups counting the kilometres they travel under their own steam. It’s a simple concept but it is born from the fact that in developing countries, people often have to travel for hours to reach such basic requirements as fresh water.

Fish Fridays ask that on Fridays throughout Lent people reflect on those who are less fortunate by eating a meal that replicates the meager diet typical of people living in small fishing communities, often little more than a sliver of fish and a cupful of rice.
For more on Project Compassion, head to: www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion
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