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2010 Australasian Catholic Press Association Annual Awards for Excellence (sponsored by Catholic Church Insurances)

More than 70 delegates and guests gathered  at the Mercure Hadleys Hotel, Hobart, to celebrate and honour the best in Catholic media across Australia and The Pacific for 2009-2010.
The Annual ACPA Awards invite entries from more than 100 member publications representing Dioceses, Agencies, Religious orders and Independant journalists to be judged by professional secular media representatives, as the best in their field.

The Conference, held over three days from 1-3 September, brought together delegates from around the country and New Zealand - and included guests from Hong Kong and Fiji.

Guests speakers throughout the program included Barney Zwartz ( Religion Writer The Age); Rose Hesp (Executive Producer ABC TV Compass); Luke Kenny ( Executive Officer Church resources); Christine Hogan (Communications Director Church Resources); Debra Vermeer (independant journalist - Mary MacKillop) and Varcha Sidwell (Award Winnign filmaker - The Abbey and The Mission).

Mass was celebrated in the historic St Joseph's Church, presided by Archbishop Adrian Doyle, who also presented the Awards at the celebratory dinner.

LIST OF WINNER FOLLOWS ON NEXT PAGE

Annie Carrett
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Awards for Excellence 2010

HOBART

1. Best News Story

2. Best Feature Story

3. Best Editorial

4. Best Column

5. Best Headline

6. Best Social Justice Coverage

7. Best Example of Education Coverage

8. Best Devotional Article Applying Faith to Life (Sponsored by The Broken Bay Institute)
9. Best Editorial Feature – Newspaper or Magazine

10. Best Original Photograph

11. Best Front Cover – Magazine

12. Best Front Cover – Newspaper

13. Best Layout and Design – Magazine

14. Best Layout and Design – Newspaper

15. Most Improved Publication (Newspaper or Magazine)

16. Best Regional Publication

17. Best Website for a Publication

18. Best Media Campaign or Press Release of a Church Event/Issue

19. Best Advertising Feature / Supplement

20. Best Ecumenical / Interfaith Story

21. Best Original Artwork

22. Bishop Philip Kennedy Memorial Prize – Magazine

23. Bishop Philip Kennedy Memorial Prize – Newspaper

1. Best News Story


Winner


Publication: Wel-Com


Dioceses of Wellington and Palmerston North NZ

Author: Cecily McNeill

Title: “Marae reintegration programme at risk.” (December 2009)

Comments:

The winning entry fits the criteria of reporting on a current news event and shows initiative by highlighting a successful community program that, because of the way it is funded, fights for its continued existence each year. The emphasis of personal stories in the piece balances well with the necessary facts and figures to create a far greater emotional connection with the reader. Stories like this have the potential to positively impact the community by raising awareness of projects that are operating successfully in sectors not readily accessed by the general community as well as promoting greater understanding and compassion. Nicely done.

Highly Commended


Publication: The Southern Cross


Archdiocese of Adelaide

Author: Rebecca DiGirolamo


Title: “Anzac name lives on” (April 2010)
2. Best Feature Story

Winner


Publication: Kairos Catholic Journal


Archdiocese of Melbourne


Author: Tony Gee


Title: “Breaking silence on suicide” (18-31 Oct. 2009)


Comments:

In the Category for best feature story, TONY GEE’s article “Breaking silence on suicide” stands out as a splendid piece of writing about an extremely sensitive subject. He has shown first class ability to research a subject and then clearly relate his findings to his readers. Judgement of the articles entered for best feature story was based on: topicality and originality; clarity of writing; community benefit; research; journalistic skills – vocabulary and presentation. In all five areas Gee’s article was a clear winner. 


Highly Commended


Publication: Catholic Life


Diocese of Lismore


Author: Beth Doherty


Title: “St Jude’s School” (Dec 2009)

3. Best Editorial

JOINT Winners

Publications: 

Aurora – Editor, Tracey Edstein, “Pen to Paper” (April 2010) 


Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle

NZ Catholic – Editor, Peter Grace, “Church must be humble to face failings”


National Catholic Newspaper of New Zealand


Comments:

Both winners have provided welcome leadership on difficult issues facing the church. Neither has shied away from complicated subjects that need to be addressed, even if that means challenging the status quo and confronting some in the community. A healthy society is one that talks openly about issues – both the tough and the not so tough – and the press has a responsibility to bring these to the fore. It is only through rigorous, respectful and frank discussion and debate such as this that communities can appropriately tackle such topical issues.

Highly Commended


Publication: Eureka Street 


Public Affairs, the Arts and Theology – Jesuit Publications


Author: Editor, Michael Mullins
Title: “Mental illness is the enemy, not its sufferers” (30 November 2009)
4. Best Column

Winner


Publication: Champagnat


International Journal of Charism in Education – Marist publication


Author: Lee McKenzie

Title: 
Time of Grief, Time of Grace, (May 2009) / 
I saw Mary in the Supermarket (August 2009)


Launching (December 2009)

Comments:

Lee McKenzie is a beautifully elegant writer. Her column on her first hand experience of the Black Saturday disaster is without doubt the most powerful and evocative account I have read in relation to the Victorian bushfires. The items highlighting a father's patient love for his disabled son in a suburban supermarket and the rite of passage of graduating Year 12 students are testimony to Lee's ability to present a word picture of the spiritual underlay of everyday events. Brilliant writing!
Highly Commended


Publication: Catholic Voice


Archdiocese Canberra-Goulburn


Author: Geoff Orchison (Editor) and Emma.

Title: “Emma’s Year”


Comments: 

Catholic Voice's decision to follow Emma through all the highs and challenges of Year 12 was clearly an inspired choice. Emma is a naturally gifted writer and through her monthly columns confirmed that while young people like her may be experiencing the world for the first time, they are clearly contemplating the meaning of life in a moving and positive way. This Highly Commended is more than an encouragement award. It is recognition of an excellent young writer.
5. Best Headline

Winner


Publication: The Broken Bay News 


Diocese of Broken Bay

 
Author: Annie Carrett


Title: "The Essential Ingredient - a Faith that Nourishes"

Comments:

This was a clear-cut winner of the 13 entries. It provides a clever and eye-catching introduction to the article; capturing not just one but two elements of the contents in the one line (the reference to cooking and also to one of the direct quotations from Julie Goodwin). The entry satisfies the paramount requirement for a news item-cum-feature of this type - to attract the eye and, in doing so, encourage the reader to continue into the story. 


Highly Commended


Publication: The Majellan


Fostering Christian Family Life – Redemptorist publication

Author: Kate Hewett

Title: "Dementia: a cause to remember",
6. Best Social Justice Coverage

Winner


Publication: Eureka Street


Public Affairs, the Arts and Theology – Jesuit Publications
Author: John Honner


Title: Rudd faces ugly story of abused innocence (17 November 2009)

Comments:

This strong article combines deep understanding of the issues at hand with fine writing. With great sensitivity, Honner introduces reader the experience of Australian children harmed while in institutional care. He manages the difficult task of acknowledging complexity, while always foregrounding the reality of trauma and injustice inflicted on innocent children. In his closing paragraphs, John asks pertinent questions about the role that Churches and Christian organizations will play now into the future, in the protection and support of children in state care. A moving and intelligent response to a significant public event.


Highly Commended


Publication: Australian Catholics



Faith and Living for Contemporary Catholics – Jesuit Publications

Author: Michael McVeigh 

Title: Voices from outside (Easter 2010)
7. Best Example of Education Coverage

Winner


Publication: Tui Motu InterIslands


Independent Catholic Magazine - NZ


Editor: Michael Hill


Title: “Charles Darwin’s Jubilee Year”


Comments:

It is difficult to separate the two but I chose the winner for its topicality Darwinism being a very hotly debated issue at the moment with the release of the film on Darwin. The article situated Darwin historically and explained the principles clearly and in a readerly manner. The Church’s response and position in the debate was well articulated. The article was interesting, relevant and important for all readers and could be used by schools, parent groups or community groups.


Highly Commended


Publication: The Nathaniel Report


New Zealand Catholic Bioethics Centre


Author: Dr Jane Mair


Title: 
“The Gardasil Vaccine – Is it safe and Effective”

8. Best Devotional Article Applying Faith to Life (Sponsored by The Broken Bay Institute)

Winner


Publication: Champagnat


International Journal of Charism in Education – Marist publication

Author: Lee McKenzie

Title: “I saw Mary in the supermarket”

Comments:

This article captured an everyday moment and shed the light of the Gospel to reveal how faith is lived out the mundane reality of our lives. The author observed a middle aged man on the queue at the supermarket. The author observes the way the father interacts with his intellectually disabled son. Quite unexpectedly she sees Mary. The author pinpoints something quite beautiful in a very ordinary event. The writing is original, fresh and accessible. There is a lightness of style which reflects the subject matter however the structure of the piece displays a depth of reflection and insight.


Highly Commended


Publication: Province Express


Newsletter of the Australian Jesuits


Author: Andrew Hamilton sj

Title: “Hard Thinking for Lent”

Comments:

This article manages to reflect light and hope on one of the most disturbing and difficult of subjects – sexual abuse. The writer gives a way forward by suggesting that we may move beyond apparent ‘crucifixion’ to a place of peace and hope. As a book review it fulfils our expectations; we are given a clear précis of the book and reflective understanding of how we could use it in our everyday lives.

9. Best Editorial Feature – Newspaper or Magazine

Winner


Publication: Insight Magazine


Confraternity of Christ the Priest


Author: Emily Shaw


Title: Women & Religion Series (Winter,Spring,Summer 2009 & Autumn 2010 editions)


Comments:

In the Category for best editorial feature EMILY SHAW’s series “Death of the old feminist” is a well-researched commentary on the role of women in society from the days of emancipation to the current era. She has created a thought-provoking series which combines the history of the female fight for equality and the changing attitudes of both females and the community in general over recent decades, Judgement of the articles entered for best feature story was based on: topicality and originality; clarity of writing; community benefit; research; journalistic skills – vocabulary and presentation. Shaw’s articles reflect obvious skills in all these key areas of modern journalism.


Highly Commended


Publication: The Majellan


Fostering Christian Family Life – Redemptorist publication

Author: Michael Gilbert


Title: O.T Themes (July-Sept, Oct- Dec 2009 and Jan-March and April-June 2010)

10. Best Original Photograph

Winner


Publication: The Broken Bay News


Diocese of Broken Bay


Photographer: Andrew Introna

Title: “The Joy of Ordination”

Comments:

The winning entry, which was titled "The joy of Ordination" by Andrew Introna and the Broken Bay News, was exactly that .The composition and capture of the pictures intent is obvious with camera angle, focal point and slight movement leading the reader to instantly share this unrehearsed Joy with the participants. A great Editorial picture .Well done
Highly Commended


Publication: Catholic Outlook


Diocese of Parramatta


Photographer: David Tang

Title: Christmas Edition 2009


Comments: 

There were some quality entries submitted for the Best original Photograph, but I must also give some credit to the designers of some of the mastheads who really gave the pics every chance to stand out. There were 2 outstanding entries, the Highly Commended award I gave to the Catholic Outlook and David Tang for the Christmas edition. Even though it is a somewhat clichéd composition, technically it is excellent with great skin tones and little highlight blowout. The composition is tight and it is layed out perfectly with the final result a front cover that portrays its meaning effectively.

11. Best Front Cover – Magazine

Winner


Publication: Catholic Education Today


Catholic Education Office Archdiocese of Melbourne

Author: Editor – David Ahern

Title: May 2009.

Comments: 

Catholic Education Today needed a cover image to underscore this issue's theme of 'After the Fires' and its editorial thrust of faith, hope and resilience of ravaged communities.

Their choice of two smiling primary school girls whose homes had been destroyed by bushfires, posed within the embrace of sculptor Pauline Clayton's 'Mary' at the entrance to their school, was a top selection.

The end product was a simple, well thought-out illustration of coping with tragedy and hope for the future.

Highly Commended


Publication: Kimberley Community Profile 


Diocese of Broome


Author: Editor – Janice Grimson
Title: December 7, 2009.

Comments:

The eyes have it! The cover featured an infant with incredible eyes and sporting traditional face paint, above the Christmas message.

12. Best Front Cover – Newspaper

Winner

Publication: The Catholic Leader 

Archdiocese of Brisbane


Author: Matt Emerick


Title: Sunday, October 11, 2009.

Comments:

Matter-of-fact coverage of an appeal for help, propped by a dramatic flood rescue photograph made a compelling front page. A graphic, no-nonsense main headline commanded attention, directing the reader through stark reverse (white on black) reportage of the plight of typhoon, earthquake and tsunami natural disaster victims in five near-neighbour Pacific and Southeast Asian regions. Identifying local links with each of the stricken communities reinforced the call for assistance.

Highly Commended


Publication: The Southern Cross


Archdiocese of Adelaide

Author: Editor – Jenny Brinkworth


Title:  April 2010

Comments:

The edition, featuring a photo and story (Anzac Name Lives On) of an eight-year-old boy called Anzac, marching for this great-great-grandfather on Anzac Day and detailing little known facts about participation in the battle by indigenous soldiers.

13.
Best Layout and Design – Magazine


There were no clear winners as we felt the standard was not quite there


Highly Commended


Publication: Catholic Education Today


Catholic Education Office Archdiocese of Melbourne

Comments:


Consistent cover and layout design throughout the publication made this a clear standout.

Best implementation of design grid, use of fonts and white space.

14. Best Layout and Design – Newspaper


There were no clear winners as we felt the standard was not quite there


Highly Commended


Publication: The Southern Cross


Archdiocese of Adelaide

Comments:

Most effective Masthead design, use of typography, better use of space on the page and legibility.

15. Most Improved Publication (Newspaper or Magazine)

Winner


Publication: Madonna


Prayer and Spirituality for Today’s Australians – Jesuit Publications


Editor: Chris Gleeson sj

Comments:

Although it might be argued there are bigger, consistently better and more indepth publications than this one, the category subject is "most improved".

And this 110-year-old magazine has clearly taken major steps at repackaging itself after its stated research into readership.

From a new masthead to new pages sizes and layouts, Madonna has embraced the new without discarding everything about the old. A hard balancing act.

Highly Commended


Publication: The Broken Bay News


Diocese of Broken Bay


Editor: Annie Carrett


Comments:

A nice exercise in restraint. Not all improvements or reforms need to be earth-shattering ones. There is also room for subtlety, as this publication proves. It was already happy with its format, but set about opening up a bit of space, using more clever white space and larger pics, etc.

Mission accomplished.

16. Best Regional Publication

Winner


Publication: Kimberley Community Profile


Diocese of Broome


Editor: Janice Grimson


Comments:

In a very high-quality field this publication is a star.

An impressive showcase of a community at work, play and prayer. I live on the other side of the country yet felt included as a reader.

Most striking are the amount of parish/community faces on show. And although sincere in its Catholic focus, it is also refreshingly free of formality or pomposity. A nice sense of optimism dominates and (as a city slicker) I imagine that possibly suits the local mood in Broome.

A publication heavily involved in and proud of, its community.

Highly Commended


Publication: Sandpiper 

Diocese of Sandhurst 


Editor: Damian Griffin


Comments:


Another great example of faces on display and heavy/proud community involvement.

Well written and with a strong variety of topics. Missed the top spot by a smidgeon. I predict this masthead will be a serious contender for top awards in the near future.

17. Best Website for a Publication

Winner


Publication: The Catholic Weekly


Archdiocese of Sydney


Comments:

Catholic Weekly is a great website focussed on news that shows how an existing 'old medium' can successfully create a 'new media' presence. The site has an attractive layout and clear navigation, lots of interesting, well written articles. It invites the visitor to stay in touch via Twitter, Facebook and an email newsletter.  The Catholic Weekly website also shows good forward thinking in offering a subscription to a digital version of the newspaper; with the advent of the iPad and other e-readers, this shows a willingness to evolve with the reading habits of modern generations.

The website is not just a digital version of the written paper, but aggregates video and other content from other news sources. The website of Catholic Weekly is the poster child for 'old' Catholic media evolving and adapting to the new era of publishing, with a well thought-out balance of free and payed content: there is enough free material to keep visitors coming back, but also an attractive proposition to pay for more content delivered digitally, which helps to ensure a solid financial basis for the future of the publication.

Highly Commended


Publication: Eureka Street


Public Affairs, the Arts and Theology – Jesuit Publications

Comments:

It was very difficult to pick a winner, because both websites demonstrate a modern approach to online media that includes the social networking dimension. By a very narrow margin Eureka Street is a very commendable follow-up. It's more focussed on opinion and columns, and offers a wealth of reading material in an attractive and colourful layout.  The page offers easy subscription to newsletter, Facebook and Twitter, and good navigation, although the total amount of information and articles on the homepage is a bit overwhelming. The illustrations are very good, and the website comes alive through the extensive use of 'avatars' 
- small pictures of the various authors of the articles. I particularly liked the addition of a podcast that visitors can subscribe to, although the actual podcast itself still leaves room for improvement as far as audio quality and delivery are concerned. Both websites differ from the other candidates by the quality of their branding: the domain names are easy to remember and consistent with the logos - in contrast with the complicated URL's of some of the other candidate websites. In these times where people are bombarded with huge amounts of attractive web content that screams for attention, both the Catholic Weekly and the Eureka Street website capture the attention by their emphasis of news and constantly changing dynamic content instead of static 'welcome' pages. They invite the visitor to develop a longer relationship to the publication and its authors by the effective use of social media.

18. Best Media Campaign or Press Release of a Church Event/Issue

Winner


Source: Diocese of Broken Bay


Diocese of Broken Bay


Author: Annie Carrett

Title: “Will You be Doing the Reflection?”

Comments:

This campaign stood out for the sheer breadth of its scope and achievement using multiple media segments to highlight a spiritual dimension in a tangible and exciting way that clearly resonated in the community. This campaign is as professional and as multi-faceted as you would expect to be produced by a high level commercial public relations agency.
Highly Commended


Publication: ‘About Catholic Schools’


Catholic Education Office Archdiocese of Sydney


Author: Mark Rix

Title: “Kiara’s Gift”

Comments:

A profoundly inspiring story and a celebration of life and the miracle of modern medicine. It is amazing to think that such young children could have the confidence and expertise to produce a DVD that captured the impact of 'Kiara's Gift'. Their project makes a positive statement about Catholic Education and the children inspired by Kiara's gift of life. I wish there could be two first prizes.
19. Best Advertising Feature / Supplement

Winner


Publication: The Catholic Leader


Archdiocese of Brisbane


Authors: Michael Kidd, Jennifer Gilroy and Michael Searle

Comments:

A difficult choice as all entires were very good. The winning award goes to the Catholic Leader mainly due to the cohesive look and the integrated editorial and advertising look. The supplement showed an excellent use of colour background to the editorial. The integration of the editorial photos was well handled. Overall the whole supplement hung well and had a very pleasing appeal for the viewer.


Highly Commended


Publication: The Catholic Weekly


Archdiocese of Sydney


Authors: Trevor Kenneally and Garry Finney

Comments:

The Catholic Weekly entry was dramatic with exciting pics on the opening and closing pages. The articles were very good and the scope of the advertising was particularly of note.

20. Best Ecumenical / Interfaith Story

Winner


Publication: Australian Catholics


Faith and Living for Contemporary Catholics – Jesuit Publications

Author: Andrew Hamilton sj

Title: “God in Other Faiths”

Comments:

About half the 2010 submissions took up inter-faith issues, reflecting the fact that the ‘Parliament of World Religions’ took place in Melbourne in 2009. All were helpful in a number of ways, and evoked Nostra Aetate, but the winning piece was eminently readable, insightfully presented in graphical terms, and above all, delicately nuanced. Andrew Hamilton’s article faces the central theological issue in relation to ‘God in other faiths’ from a Christian perspective: the universal scope of divine salvation, and insistence on its distinctive and central focus – and both ‘according to the scriptures’. What he writes so elegantly and clearly would be affirmed by other Christian traditions – but it breathes a truly ‘catholic’ spirit in doing so. 


Highly Commended


Publication: The Broken Bay News


Diocese of Broken Bay


Author: Dan McAloon

Title: “The Unity of God’s people”

Comments:

A well written introduction of the new NCCA General Secretary, Tara Curlewis, with a particular ‘angle’ on ecumenical insights of particular relevance to Roman Catholic Christians. This article also appeared in Catholic Outlook, but shortened, omitting details of a NCCA visit to the Holy Land, Tara Curlewis’ interest in climate change, and her personal life.

21. Best Original Artwork

Winner


Publication: Tui Motu InterIslands  


An Independent Catholic Magazine - NZ


Illustrator: Donald Moorhead

Title: “The Midnight Visitors” (December 2009)


Comments:

The illustrator of “the Midnight Visitors” has created a very emotional impression of this story,   drawing its readers in. There is a clever use of symbolism and imagery around the simple stable that leads us to believe there is a special and wonderful spiritual event taking place. The colours also add impact to the symbols and the carefully constructed background, as well as the main foreground figures. Our three “unwelcome visitors” are cleverly placed outside the border giving them more focus, it emphasises the feeling of being outcast - their poses show despair and sadness. The technique is simple but effective. This illustration shows great creativity and imagination. It has particular relevance to the story.


Highly Commended


Publication: The Tasmanian Catholic (Vol 5 Issue 3  2009)


Archdiocese of Hobart
Illustrator: Cherie O”Meara


Comments:

This piece is to be commended for its creativity and Imagination. The presentation is professional and technical excellence high.

A special mention should be made to Emily Shaw for "Captain Catholic", InSight Magazine
22.  Bishop Philip Kennedy Memorial Prize – Magazine

Winner

Publication: Tui Motu InterIslands

An independent, monthly Catholic magazine that invites reflection and debate on spiritual and social issues in the light of gospel values with the aim of creating a more just and peaceful society.- New Zealand

Comments: 

The magazine is a stand out winner in this category. Its challenging and engaging approach to contemporary issues facing the Church and the general community is informative and refreshing. It is a mature and intelligent contributor to Catholic media. Its challenge ahead should be to address its one obvious weakness - display/design. Greater imagination in selection and use of images could elevate this magazine further.
Special mention to The Tasmanian Catholic and Australian Catholics.

23. Bishop Philip Kennedy Memorial Prize – Newspaper

Winner


Publication: The Sandpiper


Official Publication for the Catholic Diocese of Sandhurst
Comments:

This monthly newspaper has an incredible relationship with its readers; in every issue the faces of their friends, their families, their leaders connect them to the page; they have a shared voice in reading the stories that they and their friends find important and the diocese sees as significant.

There is a consistency in presentation and planning; the paper has a good story count and covers a wide range of topics within each issue.

If the Sandpiper were a boxer you could say it fighting very much above it weight; and it is doing so with the obvious contribution of the wider community – one editor could not do this all by themselves.

The Sandpiper is a worthy winner.

Special mention to NZ Catholic: As a national fortnightly, this newspaper is a top package of news: high story count, wide ranging topics and the best letters section of all entries, allowing the Catholic community a real forum for discussion.
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